
 
Camp is like the Arkansas River; it’s always flowing and 
changing and yet it’s always the Arkansas. The most 
important things about camp have been the same since 
1955 – having a chance to get to know God in new ways 
while adventuring in the Rockies with amazing friends –  
yet every year we also work to make camp a little better. 

The facilities and equipment improve with changes like 
adding round tables and chairs to Chuckwagon dining room. 
The horse care barn, under construction last summer, will 
be fully in operation this year, while the new Hub will be 
under construction now on south Chuckwagon lawn (still 
leaving plenty of room for playing). And mountain campers 

of all ages and sizes will have brand new backpacks to take 
out into the backcountry this summer. 

We are always collecting ideas and feedback from campers 
and adjusting and improving youth programming. During 
Camp United last year we had twice as many high school 
campers as years before. So, this year, we are planning more 
evening programs geared for high schoolers and expanding 
ways for older campers to mentor younger campers. 

As we look at the camp progression, we are welcoming 
interested 8th graders up to Round-Up during 3rd session. 
This is a great way for seasoned Sky Valley campers and 
multi-session campers, ready for a new adventure, to get 
started at Round-Up in rafting, polocrosse, mountain biking 
and more. We are also building more skills development 
and progression in the mountain biking program, utilizing 
miles of new trails in Buena Vista and the passion of Camp 
Director Chandler Morehardt. 

In addition to all these changes (and more), we can always 
count on new friends and best friends, returning counselors 
and new recruits, loved horses and new perfect matches and 
amazing experiences deepening our relationship with God.

We are continuing to plan for this summer, expecting world-
wide healing, but will keep you updated if anything changes.
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Meet the A /U Ranches Summer Management Team

Mine Eyes Look Toward the Mountains
BY DOUG MOSER

Mountaineering Friends – we are getting very excited to 
welcome you all back to the A/U Ranches during Mini Camp 
(Aug. 16–22) for the ultimate Mountaineering Reunion. 
Whether you were on staff, a mountaineering camper like me, 
or someone who came to enjoy hiking as an adult, this is an 
event not to miss. The mountains are calling….will you answer?

Going way back, I peaked Mt. Harvard as an eight-year-
old camper and had many more summer climbs over the 
years. Later I was able to share this wonderful activity with 
family and have the enjoyment of seeing them adopt it as 
well. In 2013, my wife, Joy and I brought our two youngest 
daughters to family camp where we peaked Mt. La Plata. 
Little did I know what impact it would have on all of us. Our 
love for the A/U Ranches and this beautiful valley inspired 
us to buy property and move to Buena Vista full-time in 
2016. The older daughter, Molly and her husband moved 
to Denver last year, and the youngest, Annie attended BV 
for her senior year of high school and chose to get 
a degree at Colorado Mountain College in nearby 
Leadville. She also set a goal to climb all 58 14ers 
before graduating but finished them before her 
junior year!

One of the most fun things about a reunion 
(in addition to the outstanding activities 
and beautiful views) is renewing 
the old relationships, reliving the 

stories and maybe even telling a few tall tales. Plus, there’s 
all of the new friends you will make in the best environment 
in our lives.

The A/U Ranches family so appreciates each of you and 
would love the chance to have you come home. The staff 
will go the extra mile to make your vacation the best ever. 
From exceptional food and lodging to an unparalleled range 
of activities, this Mountaineering Reunion truly cannot be 
beat. The mountains are calling you – answer yes!

Visit AURanches.org/mtnreunion for all the Mountaineering 
Reunion details!
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Bringing Camp Back to Church
Living the best version of ourselves shouldn’t 
only happen for a few weeks each summer in 
Buena Vista, CO – it’s our “always” identity we 
bring home and express. Here’s how Matthew 
Terres, Mountain Mosaics Program Head, 
practices bringing camp home.

The A/U Ranches has contributed a lot to my life, but the 
biggest way has been inspiring my involvement with church. 
When I first started attending the A/U Ranches I was not 
motivated to actively practice Christian Science at all. I 
would go to Sunday school most weeks, but just wanted  
the hour to end and never really took anything seriously.  

That first year of camp changed everything for me simply 
because I saw the impact it had on the other kids. My 
friends had their own healings, and that immediately 
changed my view of church and Christian Science. Back 
home I started asking a lot more questions in Sunday 
school, and genuinely wanted to learn more. When I 
returned to camp the next summer, I started having my  
own healing experiences.

When I graduated from Sunday school, I became both  
a member of my branch church and a Sunday school  
teacher. It was a decision directly influenced by the power  
of Christian Science and healing that I witnessed at camp.  
I have been a teacher for almost three years now and it has 
been one of the most influential parts of my life. Teaching not 
only forces me to spend a few hours each week preparing, 
but it has also opened my eyes to many different topics and 
often my kids ask questions that really make me think.

My experiences at the A/U Ranches have been nothing but 
beneficial to my involvement with my local branch church. 
Through all the healing I’ve witnessed there, I’ve become much 
more involved in my church. Every year that I return to the A/U 
Ranches on staff inspires me as a Sunday school teacher and 
motivates me to teach kids about Christian Science.

Living the 
best version of 

ourselves... it’s our 
“always” identity 
we bring home  
and express.
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Gathering in the 
Kingdom of Heaven

A Note from Alison Peticolas, 
Ranch Director
“The inevitable condition 
whereby to become blessed, 
is to bless others:”  
–Misc. 127:21 

This year our metaphysical 
focus for camp feels 

especially important, not just for our preparation 
for camp, but for our prayer for the world. The 
starting place of our action is to bless others.

In March the world experienced an unprecedented 
call for “social distancing” and as a result many, 
many plans have been changed throughout the 
spring. It’s tempting to feel like that call results 
in separation and isolation with less and less 
interaction with others. So, how do we bless others, 
especially if we are supposed to keep our distance?

As I have been listening and praying, I have loved 
the idea that dwelling in the Kingdom of Heaven is 
the safest place for anyone to be. Social distancing 
asks us not to gather, yet all are welcome in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. There is no limit to the infinite 
capacity of Love’s location and no travel is needed! 
We are all already there. But it’s not enough to just 
see ourselves in the Kingdom of Heaven.

When we understand the infinite, eternal nature, 
the “nowness” of the Kingdom of Heaven, we bless 
others by actively including them in the Kingdom, 
the consciousness of Love, in our prayers. While 
you might not be seeing people at school or joining 
them at the soccer field, you can include them in 
the safe space of your prayers. 

Mrs. Eddy tells us, “The ‘still, small voice’ of 
scientific thought reaches over continent and 
ocean to the globe’s remotest bound” (Science 
& Health 559:8). No amount of social distancing 
can separate anyone from God’s love and care or 
put them beyond the reach of the effectiveness of 
prayer. We bless others by embracing the world in 
our prayers. 

Wherever you are, you and your neighbors (near 
and far) “will dwell in the house [the consciousness] 
of [love] for ever” (Science & Health 578:17).

Alison



Download this wallpaper for your hand-held device or computer at AURanches.org/wallpaper

2020 Metaphysical Theme

–Miscellaneous Writings 127:21–22



Crossword Puzzler

What Makes 100 Elk Unique? 
The Adventure Unlimited purpose is “to provide recreational 
adventure, leadership, service, education and community 
activities that foster spiritual growth and healing in an 
environment where Christian Science is lived.” 100 Elk 
Outdoor Center programs are an extension of this purpose, 
allowing over 2,000 people to experience a community 
focused on healing and growth each year.  

100 Elk’s own mission, “Revealing the possibilities within,” 
was largely inspired by these passages from Science and 
Health: “A knowledge of the Science of being develops the 
latent abilities and possibilities of man” (128:14–16) and 
“Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, 
forever unlimited by the mortal senses” (288:27–28).

While 100 Elk runs secular programming, the 
staff are Christian Scientists and start each 
morning with a metaphysical meeting to focus 
thought on creating an atmosphere where 
participants see and experience the “glorious possibilities of 
immortal man.” THIS metaphysical preparation is what makes 
100 Elk different from other outdoor education programs 
and brings groups back year after year. Both teachers and 
students recognize the atmosphere 100 Elk provides and the 
effect it can have on their lives:

You truly have goodness abound! Your amazing staff 
sought out connecting with the students, and they all 
seemed genuinely interested in each one’s well-being 
as well as the entire group. My students will cherish 
this trip and the memories for years to come. Thank 
you so very much for having a profound impact on 
their impressionable beings. —5th-grade teacher

Thank you for giving me this amazing experience.  
…Thank you for putting joy in my heart.  
—5th-grade student

The 100 Elk mission and its spiritual basis are what make 
it so successful and a wonderful way to fulfill the Adventure 
Unlimited purpose year-round. 

Camperships are now available for adult and family programs! Apply on the website 
of our partner, The Campership Fund, at CampershipFund.org. Depending on the 
need they may be able to meet up to 75% of registration.

Adult and Family 
Camperships
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SERVICE PROGRAMS 
May 22–25 | October 9–11

Help us get the A/U Ranches  
ready for camp or cleaned up  
for the off-season at either of 

our mostly work, partly play and  
always fun service programs.

BIBLE STUDY 
November 5–9 

Dive into the Bible with other  
spiritual thinkers and explore  

the scriptures with time  
for study and recreation.

CHRISTMAS CAMP 
December 21–27

Bring your family or join ours for  
skiing, sledding, horseback riding,  
tree trimming, reading by the fire 

 and so much more. Come celebrate 
the Christ with us.

FAMILY CAMP 
June session | June 18–24

August session | August 8–14 

Spend an unforgettable week with other adults  
and families exploring the activities offered at the 
 A/U Ranches, or just relaxing, in the heart of the 

Rocky Mountains.

Camp is Unlimited
WE OFFER MORE THAN YOUTH CAMP

Camp isn’t just for kids. Regardless of your age, you can experience the healing atmosphere of camp at the 
A/U Ranches. We have programs for every age. Whether it’s a family or an adult program, we embrace  

Christian Scientists, their friends and family of all faiths.
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DOWN

 1.  You’ll go gaga over this rock gym building

 3.  Dig in at this dining hall with a loft upstairs

 5.  Finale for Sky waterfront and mountain programs

 7.  Early risers take this 7 AM swim in Sky Lake

 11.  Furry friend whose lives above tree-line

 16.  Poles, barrels, and keyhole...OH MY! 

ACROSS

 2.  Permanent circular platform tents

 4.  The camp for older campers

 6.  At camp, it’s not always on a Sunday

 8.  You jog through trees for this 3-mile activity

 9.  The camp with Horseshoe & Ranger cabins

 10.  Who pairs female campers with horses?

 12. Where the Christmas tree is decorated

 13.  Fall/winter/spring outdoor ed program

 15.  Who pairs male campers with horses?

 17.  Building named after a copse of trees Answers on last page

ADULT MINI CAMP  
Full session | August 16–22

Half session | August 16–19 or 19–22 

Youth Camp fun – for adults! Enjoy horseback 
riding, cycling, hiking, kayaking, the ropes course 
and more in a spiritually nurturing atmosphere.

Come to our Mountaineering Reunion! As a camper or staff member 
who hiked, peaked, climbed or mountain biked, grab your friends 
and make some new memories. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!



Adventure Unlimited
A/U Ranches
P.O. Box 2036 
Buena Vista, CO 81211-2036

Indicia
Goes
Here

All or part of this operation is conducted on public lands under Special Recreation Permits from the Dept. of the Interior’s BLM, Colorado State Parks AHRA, and Dept. of Ag. USFS.

Adventure Unlimited provides recreational adventure, leadership, service, education and community activities 
that foster spiritual growth and healing in an environment where Christian Science is lived.

 – The A/U Ranches is a Division of Adventure Unlimited –

 AURanches.org   888.543.4849 
 auinfo@adventureunlimited.org 

2020 Program Dates
Spring Service Weekend May 22–25

Summer Youth Camp 
First Session (Camp United) 
 2 weeks: June 18 – July 2 1 week: June 18–25

Second Session  
 2 weeks: July 4–18 (No 1 week option)

Third Session  
 2 weeks: July 20 – August 3 1 week: July 20–27

Family Camp 
June Session   June 18–24 
August Session   August 8–14

Adult Mini Camp and Mountaineering Reunion  
Full Session   August 16–22 
Half Session   August 16–19 or 19–22

Fall Service Day   October 9–11

Bible Study   November 5–9

Christmas Camp  December 21–27

Enjoy All of Our Programs!

We Want
YOU at
Camp!

Increased camperships are available for multiple  
sessions at A/U Ranches Youth Camp! After you’ve 
registered, simply fill out the campership application  
from The Campership Fund at CampershipFund.org.  
Depending on the need they can meet up to 75% of 
registration and let us know if more support is needed. 
We can even help with travel expenses. You belong at 
camp this summer!
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