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With a generous $100,000 investment from donors Anabeth Cox 
and Warren Clinton, plans are underway for a new Hub – the 
A/U Ranches’ office building at the center of all camp activity. We 
caught up with Drew Heimerl, Adventure Unlimited’s facilities 
director, to find out what’s been done and what’s ahead.

How did the project get started?

Drew: A/U Ranches staff moved to the property full time 
about 20 years ago. We’ve been talking about upgrading 
the Hub for the past few years because this office, 
originally intended for seasonal use, has been subpar. 

We identified the sport court as the perfect spot for a 
new office building, just 40 feet from the current Hub. 
It’s right next to sewer, gas, electrical and water, so we 
wouldn’t have to extend the infrastructure. Plus, it’s 
already a level spot right as you enter the property and 
one of the first things guests will see from the south road. 

Once we had our location, the next step was for the 
staff to submit their wish lists. That part of the process 
was really important because it made us weigh our wants 
against our needs. Our designer figured out in a gracious 
and aesthetically pleasing way how to pack our needs – 
and some of our wants – into a right-sized building.

What are some of the issues 
this new building will solve?

Drew: First, space. Right now the current Hub is 1,420 
square feet – way too small for our programming and day-
to-day business functions. At 4,420 square feet, the new 
Hub will give our 11 employees space to focus individually 
and also collaborate in conference rooms. It will include 
more space in the foyer, which is also a gracious way to 
greet our guests. Plus, right now the bathroom is basically 
a water closet stuffed in the back of a storage closet – 
something our guests use as well as our staff.

Can you describe some of the features and 
functionality of the proposed new Hub? 

Drew: One of the advantages of this design is that 
it uses custom home construction techniques, so it 
doesn’t limit us to commercial contractors. Another is 
that the ultimate goal of this building is to be energy 
independent. It will be oriented toward the south to 
optimize passive and active solar activity, and we’ll use 
heat exchange coils in the adjacent Sky Valley pond for 
more efficient heating.

(continued on p. 2)

What’s Happening with the New Hub?  
A Q&A with the Facilities Director



The current Hub, where 11 staff members work
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Why I Support Capital Improvement Projects
By Warren Clinton

This year, all of us at Adventure Unlimited 
are exploring the idea of what it means 
to live generously – with a clear sense of 
the abundant good God provides. Warren 
Clinton is a longtime alumnus and 
donor who has lived generously with the 
organization for more than 50 years. He 
shares his experience with us here.

My involvement with Adventure Unlimited started in 
the early 1960s, when Cap Andrews asked if I would 
help start a mountaineering program. John Andrews 
Jr. and I started the program the next 
summer. We helped the campers learn 
some basic climbing skills using the correct 
equipment and techniques. We did lots 
of hiking on fourteeners, performed 
some trail maintenance, and worked to instill a love of 
mountaineering and a commitment to safety.

I was in the land development and home building business 
when headquarters moved to Colorado from St. Louis 
in 1971, and I helped scout a location. Then 20 years ago, 
John Boyman, who was the executive director, asked me 
to look at the condition of the A/U Ranches facilities. 

After my tour, the organization assembled a group of 
architects, builders, construction people and others to 
meet at the A/U Ranches and review the upgrade needs. 
Out of that weekend we developed a list of priorities 
that were completed by raising the needed funds and 
performing the repairs and upgrades. 

Several years later, I returned to the A/U Ranches to tour 
the work that had been accomplished and discovered some 
needs in the shop area. Together, we raised funds and 
built a new maintenance structure now known as Ruthie’s 
Garage, named after my dear late wife. 

For a number of years Adventure Unlimited 
has invested in activities and buildings that 
directly support participants. This has 
resulted in its substantial growth. Now the 

Denver headquarters exterior and the A/U Ranches’ Hub 
need to be upgraded to support that growth and provide 
facilities for the staff to operate efficiently and effectively.

We’re grateful to Warren for his generous living, which has 
helped moved Adventure Unlimited and its Bridges to the Future 
Campaign forward. If you’d like to join him in supporting these 
projects, you can designate your gift to Capital Improvements in 
the enclosed envelope. Thank you!

From a visitor perspective, the lobby is the biggest 
feature. There will be a check-in desk, a table and chairs, 
and a seating area around a fireplace. If you’re a guest at 
one of our programs and need to work remotely, this will 
be a place with a good Internet connection – something 
we get asked about frequently. 

For the staff, there are a lot of challenges in our worklife 
in the current Hub because of the space issues. This new 
office will streamline and compartmentalize the workflow: 
The shipping and receiving area will be separate from the 
lobby, and offices are grouped together. We’ll have two 
private conference rooms to meet as a group instead of 
one central, very public area.

Why is this new office building important?

Drew: Sometimes it feels a little difficult to go out and raise 
funds and execute a project that the kids may only be inside 
for 30 seconds. But the effects that kids will feel will be from 
a staff that can focus on their jobs, develop better programs, 
and put more thought into what the kids are doing. Our 
staff puts so much of their heart into everything they do. 

This office will let them put more of their heart into it. I 
think it will have significant effects on our programming.

We’re blessed with the amazing facility Cap and Marianne 
Andrews set up for us years ago. I’m awestruck every day 
by coming to work at one of the most beautiful places on 
earth. But if we didn’t have our facility, it would be OK, 
because the core of what we do isn’t where we do it. It’s 
what we do.

An additional $900,000 is needed to meet the funding requirements 
for this building. You can support this important work with a gift in 
the enclosed envelope.
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A Plan to Meet Horses’ Basic Needs
By laChlan Clarke, horsemanship direCtor

With the number of on-property horses over the years at the 
A/U Ranches ranging from 50-80, it’s hard to believe there’s 
never been a building where horses receiving Christian Science 
treatment and in need of practical nursing can be taken and 
where horse care is the primary function. There’s been no 
facility for shoeing in inclement weather, working on saddle and 
tack repair in the winter, post-pack trip outcamp cleaning, and 
the occasional repair of corral gear and equipment.

In just my 15-year tenure at the A/U Ranches, our local vet has 
cleaned and stitched up countless horses in the middle of a rain, 
snow or wind storm, at times ducking around to the lee side of 
the tack room under the overhanging porch; farriers have shod 
horses in the mud, rain and snow, using the porch when certain 
horses would allow it. At times, I’ve cleaned and repaired saddles 
in our house. Several times, in the early years, I took colicky horses 
to the maintenance barn (needless to say, it was not popular).

A multi-use horse care barn would finally meet the basic needs 
of our herd and its caretakers.

We’re grateful to report that a generous initial donation from 
corral alumnus Don Appleby has been made for this long-overdue 
construction. You can help build this critically needed structure and 
support other needs in the horsemanship program with your gift in the 
enclosed envelope, designated to Capital Improvements.

Proposed features of the horse care building
• large access doors for moving horses  

and gear

• heating system

• hot and cold running water

• set of stocks to help restrain horses

• stall area 

• good lighting

• cement floor with drain

• shelving and cabinets for storing 
temperature-sensitive supplies, leather 
cleaners, and other chemicals

• work bench with basic tools for saddle 
and equipment repair 

CALLING ALL CORRAL ALUMNI
This summer, join the  
Wrangler Reunion!

Held during Adult Mini Camp,  
August 20–26, 2018

AURanches.org/wrangler-reunion

Top 5 Reasons for a Strong Endowment
Many generous donors have given to Adventure Unlimited’s General 
Endowment Fund, leaving just $265,000 to reach our goal of $2.4 million. 
If giving to the endowment doesn’t sound as exciting as a new Hub or 
a horse care building, you may find these advantages to a fully funded 
endowment compelling.

1. A gift to endowment is a legacy – a sum that impacts Christian 
Science youth, year after year.

2. It allows us to more nimbly meet the growing needs of the 
Christian Science community.

3. It helps provide financial stability to ensure Adventure Unlimited is 
here for future generations.

4. It gives us the flexibility to try new programs.

5. It enables us to devote more dollars toward programming and less 
toward administrative and fundraising expenses.

Thank you for supporting the General Endowment Fund today with your gift in 
the enclosed envelope!



DiD You Know?
Including Adventure Unlimited in your estate plans leaves a  
lasting legacy and provides a future for Christian Science Youth.  
Learn about our planned giving opportunities:

AdventureUnlimited.org/planned-giving
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How You Can Help
Here are some ways you can make a difference in the Bridges to the Future Campaign:

• Metaphysically support Adventure Unlimited.

• Visit AdventureUnlimited.org/campaign-giving to donate using a credit card.

• Mail your contribution to Adventure Unlimited Foundation, 5201 South Quebec Street, Greenwood Village, CO 80111. 
(Please note “Bridges to the Future” on your check.)

Questions? Contact Rob Blackwell at 888.416.7348 x104 or rblackwell@adventureunlimited.org.

AdventureUnlimited.org/campaign

Adventure Unlimited Foundation
5201 South Quebec Street • Greenwood Village, CO 80111 • mail@adventureunlimited.org • 888.416.7348 x104 

Adventure Unlimited’s purpose is to provide recreational adventure, leadership, service, education and community activities  
that foster spiritual growth and healing in an environment where Christian Science is lived.

Adventure Unlimited Foundation, serving DiscoveryBound and the A/U Ranches, is the fundraising arm of  
Adventure Unlimited, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Thanks to everyone who’s invested in Christian Science youth!  
Help us close out this Campaign and complete these bridges to the future.

Help Us Get to the Finish Line!

$13.2 million
Total funds given to the  
Bridges to the Future Campaign

$3.3 million
To be raised


