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Total funds given to the Bridges to the Future Campaign: $8.9 million
Total funds to be raised: $7.6 million

Letter from a 
Grateful Camper
Dear Sponsor,

I love camp so much, and every 
year it is even more fun than the 
last. It made me very happy to find 
out that I would be able to come 
this year, and I am very grateful to 
you for helping me to get here.

Every year I find myself loving the 
atmosphere and the people that 
come to camp. It is always my 
favorite part of camp. Being a part 
of a group of teens who live and 
use Christian Science daily helps 
me keep Christian Science a part 
of my life, and shows me new 
ways to include religion in my daily 
activities. The loving atmosphere 
that surrounds camp and allows for 
such significant spiritual growth is 
definitely my favorite part of camp.

This year I had a really great 
moment during Alone with Your 
Thoughts. I was sitting outside

(continued on p. 2)

$250K Campership Endowment 
Fund Match Exceeded

In an outpouring of support, friends of 
Adventure Unlimited responded to the 
$250,000 match put forth by Dick and 
Ginny Voell to strengthen the Campership 
Endowment Fund, exceeding the initial 
challenge. Through this challenge, a Campaign 
goal central to Adventure Unlimited’s core 
values was also achieved: $600,000 in the 
Campership Endowment Fund.

“We’re so grateful to all our amazing donors, 
including the Voells, who have ensured that 
no child will ever miss a summer at the 

A/U Ranches for financial reasons,” says Gina Lindquist-Bailey, Adventure 
Unlimited’s executive director.

As part of the $16.5 million overall goal for the Bridges to the Future 
Campaign, the completion of the Campership Endowment Fund goal provides 
a solid basis for campers in need of financial assistance – which is currently 
more than half of those who attend camp.

Helping young people get to camp has always been close to Dick Voell’s 
heart and something that he feels has given him a lot of joy. “There are so 
many wonderful examples in lives being changed, even transformed by the 
wonderful days (and evenings) with the exemplary staff,” he says. “Anyone 
who has had the opportunity to either participate as an A/U Ranches camper, 
or in supporting the campership program so that others may be blessed, is 
blessed in so doing. As my own parents taught years ago, ‘Everybody works to 
make a living, but what makes a life is what you do for others.’”

Now that the Campership Endowment Fund goal has been completed, there are 
three more endowment funds that need support: DiscoveryBound ($1.3 million goal), 
Facilities Maintenance ($1.1 million goal) and the General Endowment ($2.4 million 
goal). You can select the fund of your choice in the enclosed envelope. Thank you!

Dick & Ginny Voell
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(Letter, continued from p. 1)
praying, when it started to rain lightly. So, I asked 
God why storm clouds are dark when rain brings so 
much life. I was not really expecting an answer, as the 
question seemed very insignificant, but nevertheless, I 
got one. The idea that darkness isn’t always necessarily 
bad, and that it helps make light look even brighter, 
came to me. It was super cool and mind-blowing for 
me as I had not had such a clear-cut conversation with 
God before. During the rest of the hour, and a few 

times since then, I was able to talk to God and He 
answered many questions that have been bothering 
me for a long time. This moment made me feel much 
closer to God and has helped me find solutions to 
things that have been on my mind.

Thank you so much for helping me to have these 
amazing experiences. I would not have been able to 
come to camp and grow so much without you!

Catie

HQ Renovation Takes a Leap Forward
Over the past few months, Adventure Unlimited’s 
headquarters building in Greenwood Village, CO, has 
changed significantly as part of a Campaign priority. 
The goal of the renovation has been to improve the 
functionality, comfort and use of space for individuals and 
groups to meet and work. 

“This building has had little attention since it was new 
in 1979,” says Chris Hammond, Adventure Unlimited’s 
account manager and 19-year employee, who has been 
overseeing the renovation. “For as long as I’ve worked 
here, it’s desperately needed work, but we always 
prioritized programs over repairs.”

Here are some of the highlights:

• Expanded conference room with its own heating/
air conditioning system, more windows for natural 
light, and a new audio-visual system with large-screen 
TV allows for larger onsite meetings and greater 

collaboration in virtual 
meetings.

• Two new offices for 
remote staff. 

• Updated bathrooms 
that are ADA compliant.

• Tuned-up HVAC 
system with better 
balanced air flow to 
resolve former climate 
issues.

• Bigger kitchen with lunchroom space for staff to eat 
together.

• Special attention to insulation to provide sound 
mitigation and increase privacy for meetings.

• New carpet and paint throughout. 

“Investing in this building is an investment in our 
staff,” says Gina Lindquist-Bailey, executive director. 
“The improvements are allowing individuals to be 
more productive and innovative because they’re in a 
comfortable work environment and can tangibly see how 
much they’re valued.”

“I can’t tell you how thankful I am to the amazing friends 
who have made this renovation possible,” Chris says. “It 
makes a big difference.”

With Phase 1 of the upgrade underway, funding is needed now for 
Phase 2 to address deteriorating stucco, replace aging wood siding, 
reconfigure the entryway and improve landscaping and lighting. 
If you’d like to support these much-needed improvements, please 
make your gift in the enclosed envelope. Thank you!



Kynan (far left), enjoying a Colorado 
hike last fall with other students of 

Christian Science
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Hilltop Upgrade Allows for Staff Retention
Sarah Litwiller, Becky Holmes, Nathan Gregory and 
Andrew Lambert-Cole are pictured above, left to 
right, in the new kitchen and community space at 
Hilltop. They are currently working for the facilities 
department and will be part of the 2017 summer 

management team. Sarah and Andrew have also been 
helping the A/U Ranches stay in touch with campers 
throughout the year. This new building addition 
provides high-quality living space for staff to work at 
the A/U Ranches throughout the year.

Research Project Focuses on What Young Adults Are Seeking 
A question the Adventure Unlimited team has been 
considering is, once a person ages out of Youth Camp and 
DiscoveryBound teen activities, what’s next? How can we 
best serve the interests of those in their 20s and 30s who 
have a connection to Christian Science? 

This question is being addressed 
through a Campaign initiative that 
provided for the hiring of a young 
adult research consultant, Kynan 
Witters Hicks, for one year. Over 
the past several months, Kynan has 
been conducting research in 13 U.S. 
cities through 19 focus groups with 
close to 150 young adults. In speaking 
with two categories of people – 
those who consider themselves to 
be practicing students of Christian 
Science (CS) and attend church, and 
those who were raised in CS but no 
longer attend church – he has been 
diving into questions about how these groups want to 
stay connected, why they choose to divest from CS 
communities, and what they expect from organizations 
like Adventure Unlimited that serve students of CS.

“The majority of young adults I’ve talked with have 
expressed a desire to build greater connections and 
networks with other young adults who practice Christian 
Science,” he says. “Most of them think that organizations 
should play a supportive role in facilitating local 
connections.”

“The organization’s role is to provide 
as much support as they can for us 
to stick with Christian Science and 
really find a relationship with God 
and the religion,” one focus group 
member shared. Another added, “I 
love talking about things with people 
but it’s hard to go past superficial, and 
that’s something I always got at camp 
[having deep discussions]. I’m looking for 
someone I can ask deeper questions 
of or have that discussion with where I 
feel like I have grown from it.”

If you’re interested in learning more from this research, contact 
Rob Blackwell, Foundation president, at 888.416.7348 x104. 
You can support future programming for young adults by 
designating your gift in the enclosed envelope to Program 
Expansion; note “Young Adult Initiative” on your check.



Be a Part of adventure unlimited’s legacy

Learn about our planned giving opportunities:
AdventureUnlimited.org/planned-giving
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How You Can Help
Here are some ways you can make a difference in the Bridges to the Future Campaign:

• Metaphysically support Adventure Unlimited.

• Visit AdventureUnlimited.org/campaign-giving to donate using a credit card.

• Mail your contribution to Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound Foundation, 5201 South Quebec Street, 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111. (Please note “Bridges to the Future” on your check.)

Questions? Contact Rob Blackwell at 888.416.7348 x104 or rblackwell@adventureunlimited.org.

AdventureUnlimited.org/audb-campaign

Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound Foundation
5201 South Quebec Street • Greenwood Village, CO 80111 • mail@adventureunlimited.org • 888.416.7348 x104 

Adventure Unlimited’s purpose is to provide inspiring recreational, leadership, service, educational, and social activities for Christian Scientists  
and their friends, which nurture healing and a sense of community, in an atmosphere conducive to practical reliance on Christian Science.

Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound Foundation is the fundraising arm of Adventure Unlimited, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

Compass Update: Valuable Peer Connections
DiscoveryBound’s Compass program is now in its second 
year, with two new guides and a new group of 12 teens 
working together to find their spiritual compass and learn 
how to listen for God’s voice. Below is part of the group 

during their winter retreat at the Leelanau Outdoor Center 
in Michigan. Compass is part of the program expansion 
priority made possible by gifts to the Campaign.

“I’ve always been strong in Christian 
Science. However, until Compass I was 

never able to express myself as a Christian 
Science youth in a role of leadership and 
such. I haven’t been able to attend CS 

camps in a long time so having this as my 
new connection to others like myself is truly 
remarkable, and I’ve been able to learn so 

much about myself in the process.”

–Compass teen


