
Campaign News
Winter 2016

B r i d g e s  t o  t h e  F u t u r e 
B u i l d i n g  C o m m u n i t y  | Ser ving Mankind

Total funds given to the Bridges to the Future Campaign: $8.5 million
Total funds to be raised: $8 million

Exciting Projects 
Ahead
With Campaign giving now at 
more than 50% of the overall 
goal of $16.5 million, there are 
opportunities to strengthen 
the organization through 
gifts to infrastructure and 
endowment. An expansion 
of Valerie Lodge to meet the 
demands of our larger events, 
a new horsemanship field, a 
renovated Hub building and 
much-needed updates to 
Headquarters are all projects 
the Campaign is targeting for 
infrastructure investment. 
Additionally, gifts matched by 
a $250,000 grant from Dick 
and Ginny Voell to support 
the A/U Ranches Campership 
Endowment Fund will ensure 
that young participants are able 
to come to camp, regardless of 
their financial situation. (Read 
details on the match on the 
next page.)

$2 Million Matching Challenge  
Grant: We Did It – Together!

The New Year kicked off with some fantastic 
news: Every dollar of the $2 million Matching 
Challenge Grant from Hank and Wendy 
Paulson and their family was matched!  
“The outpouring of love from the Adventure 
Unlimited community has been tremendous,” 
says Gina Lindquist-Bailey, Adventure 
Unlimited’s executive director. “We’re 
incredibly grateful to the Paulsons for their 
generosity and leadership in this challenge, 
and also to the 474 donors who accepted the 

challenge and are making a difference for Christian Science youth.”

You can read about the projects already accomplished through work in this 
Campaign at AdventureUnlimited.org/completed-campaign-projects.

Read a Q&A with Wendy Paulson 
about why their family created 
the Matching Challenge Grant 
at AdventureUnlimited.org/
matching-grant.

Headquarters Upgrades to Begin
A big thank you to our many generous Campaign donors for your role 
in the HQ upgrade. Because of you, improvements are expected to 
start this winter (to the delight of the 16 staff members who navigate 
the crumbling building every day). This is only possible because of 
your support!

The Paulson family
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New Matching Opportunity: 
Camperships
Were you or someone you know changed and uplifted by an 
experience at camp? Transforming events are happening every 
summer to young people at the A/U Ranches. You can continue to be 
a part of them, and double your impact, with a gift to the Campership 
Endowment Fund, thanks to a $250,000 Matching Campership Grant 
from Dick and Ginny Voell. Donate before December 31, 2016 to 
have your gift matched. Thank you!

Is it important to you for Adventure Unlimited programs 
to be available to Christian Scientists and their friends for 
generations to come? 

It’s very important to J. Ellwood Towle, or Woody. 
Woody has a long connection to Adventure Unlimited, 
which includes a friendship with the Andrews family. 
His father, Joseph W. Towle, was one of the original 
members of the Board of Directors, and his wife, 
Robin, was a camp counselor in the early days of 
the A/U Ranches. Woody’s son, Chris, and his 
family have participated in Christmas Camp, 
and his granddaughter has 
attended Youth 
Camp. So, 
the family’s 
interest 
in seeing 
Adventure Unlimited continue to progress 
in the long term is clear, and Woody says 
that an endowment is the right way to  
do that. 

He knows from his experience as CEO of 
Towle & Co., a St. Louis-based investment 
firm specializing in long-term, deep-value 
investments, that a critical factor in the 
sustainability and growth of an organization 
like Adventure Unlimited is an endowment 
fund. “If a nonprofit organization is going to 
grow, it needs an endowment,” Woody says. 
“It’s just very, very necessary in today’s world.”

Endowment funds invest the principal in perpetuity to 
generate a consistent, predictable source of income 
through earned interest. This approach to financial 

stability is why Woody and his family are donors 
to Adventure Unlimited’s endowment fund. “Any 

non-profit 
really needs 
a supportive 

mechanism so 
that it can operate with clarity 

and fluidity,” he says. “You can pick all sorts 
of institutions and you’ll see how critical 
an endowment is to making things operate 
effectively.”

Adventure Unlimited has a number of endowment 
funds, all of which support the organization. If 
you’d like to help get kids to camp for many years 
to come, you can make a gift to the Campership 
Endowment Fund, which will be matched this year 
(see box above). Simply indicate “Campership 
Endowment” on your check.

“If a nonprofit organization 
is going to grow, it needs  

an endowment.”

Taking the Long View
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Today’s polocrosse originated just before World War II 
in Australia and looks like a combination of polo, lacrosse 
and basketball. Players ride horseback on an open field 
with baskets at either end of the arena and attempt to 
fling the ball through the basket.

In the polocrosse program at the A/U Ranches, my wife, 
Linda, and I have found that the sport accelerates students’ 
riding abilities. This makes it the perfect game to insert in a 
Youth Camp Horsemanship program, because we have just 
four to five teaching days in a two-week session.

For campers, polocrosse takes the focus off of themselves 
and projects it to the ball, field and other riders – they 
learn to ride while learning to play the game. And possibly 

the best feature of polocrosse is that it’s never the same 
from year to year; different skill levels, faster pace and 
better opponents keep it new and challenging.

Polocrosse also draws people who may not have had much 
prior interest in horses. They’re captivated by a game that 
forces the player to become a team both with the horse 
and with the other riders. And it changes their perception 
that horsemanship is sitting on a horse on a trail ride. 

One hurdle to further developing the polocrosse and other 
horsemanship programs at the A/U Ranches is the lack 
of a decent, safe field. For the past 10 years we’ve played 
on a field that has as many rocks as grass, and slopes 23 
feet from one end to the other. The hardness and slope 
impacts the horses’ legs and creates a tenuous experience 
for players trying to dodge the new rocks that grow each 
year like a crop. A new field would provide a safe area 
for playing polocrosse and for activities in many other 
programs that need a level, cushioned playing surface.

You can help provide a new field for multiple riding and 
training activities by making a gift to the Bridges to the Future 
Campaign; please indicate “Horsemanship field”  
on your check.

For campers, polocrosse takes 
the focus off of themselves and 

projects it to the ball, field 
and other riders – they learn 

to ride while learning to  
play the game.

True Horsemanship through Polocrosse
By laChlan Kellogg-ClarKe

The Horsemanship program at the A/U Ranches focuses on teaching campers how to develop their skills on a horse – how to 
really ride – through more than lessons and trail rides. Polocrosse, gymkhana and cattle working provide opportunities to 
accelerate growth in this sport and defeat fears on horseback. 

The program is designed to support children who have never been on a horse when they arrive at the A/U Ranches and to 
allow them to go as far as their desires take them in horsemanship training. In fact, two former campers have been accepted to 
the Colorado State University Equine Sciences Program and a third currently plays for the Harvard University Polo Team.

In the following snapshot, Head Wrangler Lachlan Kellogg-Clarke describes one part of the Horsemanship program that 
has trained successful riders over the years.



Be a Part of adventure unlimited’s legacy

Learn about our planned giving opportunities:
AdventureUnlimited.org/planned-giving
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How You Can Help
Here are some ways you can make a difference in the Bridges to the Future Campaign:

• Metaphysically support Adventure Unlimited.

• Visit AdventureUnlimited.org/campaign-giving to donate using a credit card.

• Mail your contribution to Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound Foundation, 5201 South Quebec Street, 
Greenwood Village, CO 80111. (Please note “Bridges to the Future” on your check.)

Questions? Contact Rob Blackwell at 888.416.7348 x103 or rblackwell@adventureunlimited.org.

AdventureUnlimited.org/audb-campaign

Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound Foundation
5201 South Quebec Street • Greenwood Village, CO 80111 • mail@adventureunlimited.org • 888.416.7348 x103 

Adventure Unlimited’s purpose is to provide inspiring recreational, leadership, service, educational, and social activities for Christian Scientists  
and their friends, which nurture healing and a sense of community, in an atmosphere conducive to practical reliance on Christian Science.

Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. A/U-DB Foundation is the fundraising arm of Adventure Unlimited.

New Ropes Course 
Now Open
Thanks to many generous 
donations to the Campaign, a 
new two-level, multi-element 
ropes course was completed in 
time for the 60th Reunion last 
August, offering visitors a range of 
challenge and activity. Fifty alumni 
were able to experience the 
course and zipline in just 4 hours. 
The course is used extensively 
during Summer Youth Camp as 
well as in the spring and fall in  
100 Elk programs.


