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Matching Challenge Grant Balance: $1.5 Million 

A Trust-Filled Leap 
on the Ropes Course 
By John Biggs, C.S.

I remember high 
ropes training prior 
to my first 100 Elk 
season on staff. I’d 
never done any 
kind of high ropes, 
and while it was 
certainly a struggle, 

I was able to safely and successfully 
accomplish each element and be an 
effective belayer and ground support 
for my partner… until the leap of 
faith. Oh, man. I was so scared.

But that’s not the point, is it? The 
point is that no one would even 
allow me to give my consent to fear. 
The point is that the consistent, 
steadfast and fully engaged support 
of everyone on the ground helped 
me see that I could rise above this 
misconception of ability and courage, 
and that I could trust good more 
than I trusted evil. I think it took me 
10 minutes to get up the courage to 
jump, but the patience and love of 
everyone there that day won out – 
and I was able to leap.

Experiences like that throughout my 
work with 100 Elk (and my other 
A/U adventures) make me count 
my time with 100 Elk as one of the 
three “big things” that impelled me to 
follow the call to the public practice 
of Christian Science.

Matching Challenge Grant:  
What Happens When $50,000 Becomes $100,000?
If you knew that you could double the impact of your charitable contribution 
to Adventure Unlimited, would you make that leap?

One generous donor’s $50,000 gift became $100,000 through the Matching 
Challenge Grant pledged by Wendy and Hank Paulson and their children, 
putting a new ropes course at the A/U Ranches almost within reach.

The new course, a feature of both youth camp and 100 Elk programming, will 
be a long-term structure that requires less maintenance and expands current 
capabilities. The improvements are significant:

Thanks to the Paulsons’ $2 million matching grant, only $5,000 more is needed 
to meet the goal of $110,000 to begin work on the new ropes course.

Learn more about the details of the Matching Challenge Grant at  
www.adventureunlimited.org/audb-campaign.

Current Ropes Course
• Linear design allows one 

participant at a time 

• Trees, which are subject to 
parasites, root compaction  
and unsafe windy conditions,  
serve as anchors 

• Site allows no room for 
expansion

New Ropes Course
• Spoke-and-wheel layout 

enables multiple students 
to access the course 
simultaneously and choose 
level of difficulty

• Anchor utility poles within 
the South Woods require 
less maintenance and can be 
integrated into a stand of 
trees to preserve the natural 
setting

• New location in the 
South Woods provides 
space for future features, 
including team, two-person 
and advanced-challenge 
elements
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Gratitude Abounds for Ranches Improvements
Thanks to the generosity of Campaign supporters, several significant projects were accomplished  
in the last two years:

• Wyly Lodge winterized: $250,000. With this upgrade,  
Wyly is now a year-round facility that can 
accommodate expanded programming.

• Yurt campus: $150,000. Three yurts and a bathroom/
shower house were built to provide added housing 
and meeting space on property for larger events.

• Chuckwagon Lodge deck: $87,000. To meet 
safety compliance standards, the upstairs deck on 
Chuckwagon (pictured) was removed and rebuilt.

• Mattress replacement: $53,000. All bed mattresses at 
Round-Up and Sky Valley Ranches were replaced.

 
Upgrading Headquarters
Visitors to the Adventure Unlimited headquarters building 
in Greenwood Village always receive a warm welcome. 
However, before entering the building, they must navigate 
through a pothole-filled parking lot, walk up an exterior 
entryway in dire need of fortification, and see loose siding 
and pockmarked stucco on the outside walls.

This type of maintenance has been deferred for more than 
15 years in order to ensure the programming offered at 
the A/U Ranches and in DiscoveryBound helps participants 
reach their goals for spiritual growth. Through the Bridges 
to the Future Campaign, there is now the opportunity 
to address these key safety issues and bring the building 
up to appropriate standards. We’re grateful to report 
that Warren Clinton, a longtime supporter of Adventure 
Unlimited, has recognized the importance of these updates 
and is making a substantial contribution toward the 
$750,000 needed for the renovation. Thank you, Warren!

You can help us complete these much-needed  
renovations by making your gift today at  
www.adventureunlimited.org/campaign-giving.

To give to the Bridges to the Future Campaign and invest in the next generation of Christian Scientists, visit 
www.adventureunlimited.org/campaign-giving or mail your contribution to Adventure Unlimited – DiscoveryBound,  
5201 South Quebec St., Greenwood Village, CO 80111. Please note “Bridges to the Future” on your check.

Questions? Contact Rich Clarke at 888.416.7348 x101, rich@adventureunlimited.org or  
Rob Blackwell at 888.416.7348 x103, rblackwell@adventureunlimited.org.

Interested in learning more? Visit us at www.adventureunlimited.org/audb-campaign.
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After proposed upgrades

Current headquarters
For more photos, go to www.augallery.smugmug.com/facilities-hq.


