
Making Camp a Priority 
BY PORTIA BENSON

There are so many reasons why camp is a priority and I 
love sending my children to the A/U Ranches. The folks 
at camp – campers and counselors alike – don’t just 
talk the talk, they walk the walk and do it with love and 
enthusiasm. I love how they talk about overcoming fear 
and limitations before camp activities, and then put 
those words into practice during the event. Every activity 
starts with a sense of prayerful peace and purpose. I love 
seeing my children grow in their awareness of their own 
spirituality. They come home with a deeper understanding 
of their relationship with God.

Another reason camp is essential to us is because of 
how much my children grow while they are there. We 
all know that parents and guardians love to take care 
of their children. Children grow up bit by bit, and learn 
more about how to take care of themselves with the 
support of their families. At camp, children are asked to 
go beyond what they already know. Even at a very young 
age, they are taught how to help care for others. Kids get 
a chance to help their cabin mates, their counselors and 
other campers in their program majors. Their counselors 
encourage them to help and pray for anyone needing 
support, encouragement and love.

When my kids come back from camp, I feel like their new 
experiences have shaped them in positive ways that they 
might not have experienced at home. After coming home, 
my kids are like two little surprise packages that I get to 
unwrap little by little in order to see the ways in which they 
have grown. I love it, and look forward to hearing all about 
their experiences.

• What’s Inside •

2 Note from the Ranch Director

2 Coming Home to Family Camp

3 Meet the Summer 
Management Team

3 New – Sports Strength & 
Conditioning Coach 

4 Pullout Camp Poster

6 100 Elk New Website

7 Camp is Unlimited

Mountain Memo
A/U RANCHES NEWS – SPRING 2019



Ranch Director Alison Peticolas Horsemanship Director Lachlan Clarke

Round-Up Ranch –  
   Camp Directors

Chandler Morehardt  
Shelby Barner 

Sky Valley Ranch – 
   Camp Directors

Steve Creighton 
Shea Orth-Moore

CIT Trainer Adrianna Swarts Facilities Director 

Facilities Foreman 

Facilities Technician 

Facilities Technician

Drew Heimerl 

Steve Murray 

Mike Trathen 

Nathan Gregory

Enrollment & Office Manager 
Operations Coor. 
Administrative Coor.

Linda Clarke 
Cami Jamerson 
Joy Strickland

Food Service Manager 
Food Service Asst. Mgr.

Matthew Leon 
Chad Heeter

100 Elk Asst. Director Brooke Morehardt

2 Mountain Memo  Spring 2019 3

Scientific Demonstration
A Note from Alison Peticolas, Ranch Director

Have you ever thought 
that preparing for 
summer camp is sort of 
like building the Mother 
Church? This idea came 
to me after reading 
about the completion 
of the original church 
building, on a time table 
that defied the human 
senses. After it was done, 

it was declared, “This is indeed, then, a scientific 
demonstration” (Pulpit 45: 18). It wasn’t just a 
building project, it was a demonstration! When we 
prepare for camp each year, it too is a scientific 
demonstration. Camp is not the result of a series 
of human decisions – by parents and counselors 
and staff – about what to do this summer. It is the 
unfoldment of divine Mind’s activity. We cherish 
the unfoldment that is specific and unique to the 
needs of each participant, each summer. We see 
God in action from the preparation through to 
completion. 

Sometimes when we are making demonstrations, 
mortal mind can creep in as discouragement 
and make us wish we didn’t have to make this 
demonstration right now. Couldn’t things just be 
easier? During the building of the Mother Church 
extension, the members of the Mother Church wrote 
to Mrs. Eddy, “We rejoice greatly… that we have the 
privilege of participating in the work of its erection” 
(My 23:23). This caused me to ask myself, “Am I 
‘rejoicing greatly’ in the ‘privilege of participating in 
the work’ of preparing camp?” Some days yes, but I 
want the answer to be every day, Yes! 

Some days I can’t see with my human sense, how 
everything that needs to get done, will get done. 
Like a dubious night watchmen on the building 
of the extension, I am learning to “bow my head 
before the might of divine Love, and never more…
doubt” and to “be willing to let God work” (My 
60-62). It is by turning to God, divine Love, who 
is always at work, that we get to rejoice in the 
scientific demonstration of camp each summer. 

I can’t wait!

Alison

Meet the A /U Ranches Summer Management Team

Serious About Sports AND Spiritual Growth?
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

Coming Home to Family Camp
BY LANE BROWN

We arrived early on the first day of camp, my husband and 
I eager to drive through the front gate and thrilled that our 
children could witness and share in our excitement as we 
drove up the road to the Hub. 

More than thirty years had passed since my husband and I 
drove into camp for the first time. Back then each of us was 
with our own families; he was attending family camp and I 
was dropping my older brothers off at youth camp.

Now we were in the car together with our own little family, 
the backseat windows open wide, and my kids were 
enchanted with the view of horses in the field outside the 
Sky Valley Corral. In that moment, we all became campers 
together, from my daughter in preschool and son almost 
in Kindergarten, to my husband and I, and we shared the 
same sense of awe at the mountains and sights of camp 
welcoming us home.

By the evening of our first night, 
our kids felt as much at home 
at camp as my husband and I 
always had. The love and care of 
the kids camp staff was palpable 
from those first moments 
together, and through the 
week of our camp session their 
patience and prayerful support 
of the children was witnessed 
with each interaction. 

In addition to adventures 
together as a family, my husband and I were able to challenge 
ourselves each day through fun activities like horseback 
riding and the ropes course, while our children in kids camp 
made friends and launched into fun adventures they never 
would have imagined during a summer vacation at home.

The week at family camp was revitalizing, peaceful and 
created memories for each of us to cherish as individuals, 
while bringing us closer together as a family. We drove out 
of camp ready for the next adventure and eager to return 
together again, now all of us ready for the joy that welcomes 
you as you drive under the front gate.

We shared the 
same sense 

of awe at the 
mountains and 
sights of camp 
welcoming us 

home.

This summer we welcome Rob Terrell, Head Strength and 
Conditioning Coach at Principia College, to our team for all 
sessions of Youth Camp.

In response to a growing trend of campers having to 
choose between camp OR sports training commitments, 
we’re excited to have Rob available so they can do both 
camp AND sports conditioning. The optional program for 
both campers and staff will allow them to continue their 
training while at camp and return home with new skills and 
abilities that will complement their existing training. Not 
only will they cross train in new activities at high altitude, 
but they will also learn how to incorporate Christian 
Science into their sport and how that can be used as an 
advantage in competition. 

How will this fit into camp? This program will be 
supplemental to the current camp curriculum. It will be 
an option for campers to participate in outside of their 
regularly scheduled activities. This will most likely involve 
60-90 minutes of training 3-4 days/week depending on 
the individual’s needs. It will either occur in the morning 
before programs, during free choice, or during normally 
scheduled rest time. 

Rob is happy to connect with campers, parents and 
coaches in the months leading up to camp in order to 
discuss specific details.
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Download this wallpaper for your phone or computer at: AURanches.org/wallpaper



    
  

SERVICE WEEKEND 
May 24–27 

 
Help us get the A/U Ranches ready for 
camp during a mostly work, part play 
and always fun-filled Memorial Day 

weekend.

ADULT MINI CAMP  
Full session | August 18–24 

Half session | August 18–21 or 21–24 

The fun of Youth Camp - for adults! Enjoy 
horseback riding, cycling, hiking, kayaking, the 
ropes course and much more in a spiritually 

nurturing atmosphere.

BIBLE STUDY 
October 31 – November 4 

Dive into the Bible with other spiritual 
thinkers and explore the scriptures from 

a Christian Science perspective, with 
time for study and recreation.

CHRISTMAS CAMP 
December 21–27

 
Bring your family or join ours for 

skiing, sledding, horseback riding, 
tree trimming, reading by the fire and 
so much more. Come celebrate the 

Christ with us.

FAMILY CAMP 
June session | June 20–26

August session | August 10–16 

Spend an unforgetable week with other adults  
and families exploring the activities offered at the 
 A/U Ranches, or just relaxing, in the heart of the 

Rocky Mountains.

Camp is Unlimited
WE OFFER MORE THAN YOUTH CAMP

Camp isn’t just for kids. Regardless of your age, you can experience the healing atmosphere of camp at the 
A/U Ranches. We have programs for every age. Whether it’s a family or an adult program, we embrace  

Christian Scientists and their friends and family of all faiths.
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Wow – What a Difference a New Website Makes! 
If you haven’t checked out the new 100 Elk website yet, 
take a look: 100Elk.org. The Marketing team and 100 Elk 
directors worked hard to overhaul our website and create a 
brand new one that better meets our needs. 

There are two parts of the website – “Schools & Outdoor 
Education” and “Events, Meetings & Rentals.” 

The Schools and Outdoor Education side features action 
shots and videos as well as detailed information about our 
programs, activities and housing for schools and youth 
groups. And the Events, Meetings & Rentals side showcases 
the types of activities we can host and beautifully highlights 
the housing and venues we have available for rental. 

Since the website’s launch at the end of 2018 we have seen 
a big increase in inquiries from both schools and events. 

Stats: 
14 New school inquiries

5 New schools booked for 2019

17 Wedding inquiries

1 Booked wedding (more in the works)

2 New events booked (more in the works)

The new website now allows us to be listed on the Buena 
Vista Chamber of Commerce and the Chaffee County 
Tourism websites as a wedding/events venue. Through this 
partnership, we attended the Buena Vista wedding expo 
where we were able to showcase our beautiful facility. 

Would you like to hold your own event at the A/U Ranches? 
We’d love to host you through 100 Elk Events! We’ll help 
you customize a business retreat, wedding, training 
seminar, family reunion or gathering with the venue, 
lodging and meal options to meet your needs.  
Learn more at: 100Elk.org/events

What’s the Difference?
CAN YOU FIND SEVEN DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE TWO PHOTOS BELOW? CIRCLE WHAT’S CHANGED.
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Adventure Unlimited
A/U Ranches
P.O. Box 20136 
Buena Vista, CO 81211-2036

Indicia
Goes
Here

All or part of this operation is conducted on public lands under Special Recreation Permits from the Dept. of the Interior’s BLM, Colorado State Parks AHRA, and Dept. of Ag. USFS.

Adventure Unlimited provides recreational adventure, leadership, service, education and community activities 
that foster spiritual growth and healing in an environment where Christian Science is lived.

 – The A/U Ranches is a Division of Adventure Unlimited –

 AURanches.org   888.543.4849 
 auinfo@adventureunlimited.org 

2019 Program Dates
Service Weekend   May 24–27

Summer Youth Camp
First session* 2 weeks:  June 20 – July 4 
  1 week:  June 20–27 
    * All Ages at Sky Valley

Second session 2 weeks:  July 6 – July 20 
Third session 2 weeks:  July 22 – August 5 
  1 week:  July 22–29

Family Camp
 June session (at Round-Up)  June 20–26 
 August session   August 10–16

Adult Mini Camp
 Full session   August 18–24 
 Half session   August 18–21 or 21–24

Adult Bible Study   October 31 – November 4

Christmas Camp   December 21–27

Did You Know? 
The Campership Fund, an 
independent organization that 
provides camperships to Christian 
Science Sunday School students, 
has expanded its coverage to 
27 states! And they now provide 
campership up to 75% of the cost 
of youth attending Youth Camp or  
Family Camp.
 
Learn more and apply at: 
CampershipFund.org

Enjoy All of Our Programs!


